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BACKGROUND

METHODS

The Detroit Incinerator was built in 1986 and is located near the I75/ I-94 interchange. The facility was renamed in 2010 as Detroit
Renewable Power (DRP). This was an effort to “green wash” the
facility and take the focus off of the toxic emissions produced by
burning waste. DRP has violated the federal Clean Air Act over
700 times for failing to monitor sulfur dioxide, carbon monoxide,
and nitrous oxides, exceeding emission limits of carbon monoxide,
and failing to capture particulate matter.

● Tea, Cookies, and Conversation: Community Discussion Forums
○ 3/12/19: Discussed air quality and how the incinerator impacted

Toxic emissions from waste incinerators exacerbate the symptoms
of acute respiratory episodes, asthma, and COPD.

COMMUNITY INSIGHT

the health, lifestyle, and social interaction of residents
○ 3/19/19: Wrote and signed letter to Mayor Duggan and City
Council members calling for action to shut down the incinerator
○ 4/9/19: Discussed Michigan Senate Bill 60, signed letter to
Representative Tlaib, and Breathe Free Detroit representative
spoke about next steps after incinerator shutdown
● Public comments at each forum were recorded and transcribed
○ Transcripts were content analyzed through an iterative process
of reading, discussion, and interpretation

CONCLUSIONS

Limited options/agency:
“And you know we can’t get insurance. Can’t get no health insurance once you put on there
you got COPD.”
“And once they (elected officials) get into office it’s a done deal”
“You can’t go outside on the balcony” “It’s in the halls!”

Accountability (for self and others):
“I wear a mask” (When asked if she goes for walks)
“I don’t know what they could do but they could regulate that” (When asked what elected
officials could do help)
“We definitely concerned about it because we know what it’s doing to us.” (When asked if
concerned about grandchildren being exposed)
“Of course, if you don’t stand up for some things you’ll sit down for everything” (When asked
about the importance of having a voice in matters impacting their community)
“And all the suburbs bring their trash to that incinerator. They don’t take it to the landfills
because the incinerator is cheaper.”
“But then here I guess maybe the end of summer I see where a lot of the white people are
moving back. They got media coverage. They had cameras. Okay, we never got any cameras.”

COMMUNITY PROFILE

Awareness:

Cityview Senior Tower located in 48201
200 apartments
55-81+ years old
Majority Black or African-American
Most living in Detroit 10+ years
Most developed respiratory diseases after they moved in

“People come here with asthma and leave with COPD”
“A lot of people never smoked and got COPD”
“I figured it out after I was here 17 years because I never had asthma, bronchitis, or COPD
until I moved here. I stayed on the west side and I was clear as a bell”

Letters were written by our
group on behalf of
City View residents.
Both letters were signed by
discussion
forum participants.

PUBLIC HEALTH IMPLICATIONS
● WSU MPH students are invited to return to Cityview in upcoming

OBJECTIVES
• Determine the factors contributing to a decreased quality of life for
residents living within a 5-mile radius of the incinerator.
• Describe the attitudes and beliefs of senior residents about the
incinerator and perceived impacts on health and quality of life.

“And they said we were not supposed to smell smoke or nothing”
“We don’t see them (elected officials) until election time when they want us to vote for them”
“Nothing, all they want is the rent” (when asked if management has addressed the air quality)

Recognizing Injustices:

The differences in respiratory disease rates that are embodied by
Detroit residents could be attributed to the industrialized city plan.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Neglect/Silencing/Carelessness:

Above: Letter to Mayor Mike Duggan sharing the
adverse experiences of City View residents and
requesting the incinerator be shut down.

Above: Letter to Representative Rashida Talib asking for
her support of Senate Bill 60 and describing how City View
residents and other community members would benefit
from the proposed bill.

semesters to work on air quality, water safety, respiratory disease
management, and food accessibility
● Gerontology services are wanted and needed by the residents
● Cityview seniors are interested in hosting an outdoor air monitor
detecting PPM from Breathe Free Detroit
● Residents signed up to get involved in volunteer opportunities
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